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THE IMMIGRATION OF LEPIDOPTERA TO THE BRITISH 

ISLES IN 1987 

By R.F. Bretherton* and J.M. Chalmers-hunt** 
(concluded from p. 180) 

ANNEXE II 

Records of scarcer immigrant species in 1987 

Suspected immigrants of resident species are marked *. Unless otherwise 
indicated, single examples are referred to under each date. Dates for 
nocturnal species are as far as possible for that at the beginning of the 
night and are of insects found in traps or otherwise at light. Initials are 
those of direct recorders or those who have sent in long lists but others 
are given in full. 

Tebenna micalis Mann. DEVON S. The Warren, Nossmayo, a 
cocoon with dead pupa (gen. det., RJH and K. Sattler), 30.8. Species 
newly recognised as British. All so-called T. bjerkandrella Thunb. bred 
by RJH in 1982 are in fact micalis. Publication awaited. 

Euchromius ocellea Haw. (3) DORSET. Portland, 20.9, two. (EG 
and MHS). SUSSEX W. Walberton, 21.9. (JRT per CRP). 

*Platytes alpinella Hb. (3) DEVON S. Axminster, 14.7, two (ECP- 
C). KENT W. Horsmonden, 15.7 (ECP-C). Suspected immigrants. 
*Evergestis extimalis Scop. BERKS. Bagley Wood. 10.8 (SN). 
*Sitochroa palealis D. & S. (2) DEVON S. Axminster, 26.7 (ECP-C). 
SUSSEX E. Peacehaven, 15.8 (CRP). 

*Phlyctaenia perlucidalis Hufn. WILTS S. Dinton, 4.7 (SP). 

*Ostrinia nubilalis Hb. (29) DEVON S. Axminster, 13.7, 4.10, very 
worn (ECP-C). SUSSEX E. Peacehaven, 13.7, 23.7, 30.7, 17.9 (CRP). 
SUSSEX W. Walberton, 20/30.6, four; 1/17.7. fourteen; 16/19.9, 
four; 1.10 (JRT per CRP). Most or all of these perhaps resulted from 
local establishment after immigration in previous years. 

Diasemiopsis ramburialis Dup. (3) ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 21.10 
(SD). HANTS S. Ringwood, 3.11, male (JHC). WILTS S. Dinton, 

19.10 (C. Palmer). 

Palpita unionalis Hb. (29) BERKS. Frenham, 20.10 (SN). 
Aldermaston, 20.10, two (A. Bristow and P. Silver per BRB). DEVON 
S. Axminster, 3.10 (ECP-C). DORSET Studland, 3.20 (AFJG). ESSEX 
S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 4.10, 15.10, 20.10 (AJD, SD). HANTS, ISLE OF 
WIGHT Freshwater, 21.10, 27.10, 31.10, two (SAK-J). HANTS S. 
Ringwood, 20.10, 21.10, five, 22.10, two (JHC). KENT W. Orpington, 

26.10 (RJC); Petts Wood, 26.10 (DO’K). SURREY South Croydon, 

20.10 (GAC); Leigh, 21.10, three (RF); Bramley, 30.10 (RFB). SUSSEX 
W. 


* Folly Hill, Birtley Green, Bramley, Guildford, Surrey GU5 OLE. 
**1 Hardcourts Close, West Wickham, Kent BR4 94G. 
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Walberton, 3.10 (RTR per CRP). WILTS S. Ashton Common, 21.10 
(EG and MHS). 

*Homoeosoma nebulellaD. & S. DEVON S. Axminster, 1.9 (ECP-C). 
Papilio machaon L. MIDDLESEX Scrubbs Wood, 5.7 (L. 
Holloway). SUSSEX E. Beachy Head, 31.5, flying east on cliff top, 
with first Sussex record of the black wheatear bird (M.E. Charlwood per 
CRP). [ One found at Hastings, 3.7 {Bull. amat. ent. Soc. 46: 213) is 
said to have been a release (CRP in lilt.), and we have been informed 
that nine bred specimens were released in Essex, 22.7 (CWP in litt).] 
Iphiclides podilarius L. ESSEX S. Walthamstow, 5.7, found on a 
pavement by Mrs Sheen (G. Green per CWP). Possibly immigrant, as 
other immigrants occurred at this time. 

*Nymphalis polychloros L. (3) DORSET Radipole Nature Reserve, 
5.5 (P.B. Hardy in litt. with photograph). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 
24.4, 28.4 (AJD). 

Nymphalis antiopa L. SOMERSET S. Fivehead, nr Taunton, 17.10, 
one watched feeding on bramble blossom. (Duke, Bull. amat. ent. Soc. 
47: 42). 

*Idaea ochrata Scop. DEVON S. Axminster, 21.7 (ECP-C). Probably 
immigrant: the nearest known colonies are in East Kent. 

Rhodometra sacraria L. (c.860 imagines, one larva). BERKS v.c.22 
Fernham, 22/29.8, seven, 1/12.9, eight, 20.9, 22.9, 2.10, 4.10, two 
(SN). CORNWALL, SCILLY Tresco, 11.9, by day (PMP). 
CORNWALL W. Kennack Sands, 16.8 (RHJ); Perranporth, 19.9, two; 
Dean Point, 19.9, seven (FHNS); Trebrownbridge, 1.9 (AS); Cusgarne, 
Truro, 2.9, two, red striped (AS); Lizard, 26.8, two, 3.10 (DCGB). 
CORNWALL E. Persilva, 16.8, 24.8, 1.9, all red striped (D.M. Gibbon 
per AS); Saltash, October (D. Turner per SM). DEVON S. Axminster 

16.8, two with fall of “Sahara dust”, 22/31.8, seven, 2.9, three, 6.9, 
three, 11.9, 17.9, 21.9, seven, 30.10, dark specimen, ? locally bred 
(ECP-C); Plymstock, 20.9 (JHC); Dawlish Warren, 23.8 (DCGB); 
Abbotskerswell, 3.9 (BH). DORSET Worth Matravers, 18.8, 22.8, 27.8, 
young larva, 1.9, three, 16.9 (KNB); Portland BO 18/25.8, five (A. 
Hughes per CWP); Portland, 18.9, by day (NA), 19.9 (20) (J and MH), 
20.9 (23) (EG and MHS); Studland, 19.9, seven (DCGB); Preston, 
19/27.8, five, 1/2.9, two, 19/20.9, six, 1.10, two (MC); Radipole Lake 
22/29.8, four, 1.9, two, 18.9, three, 20.9; Radipole School, Weymouth, 
18/31.8, six, 20.9 (NA); Weymouth, 22.9, on street lamp (MC). ESSEX 
S. Tillingham, 21.8 (BS); Bradwell-on-Sea, in two traps 20/31.8 (110), 
1/5.9 (12), 14/29.9 (48), 1.10, 2.10, 4.10, 31.10 by day, 29.8, 1.9, 
21/28.9, six (AJD, SD). ESSEX N. Matching, 1.9, two, with 50 A. 
gamma (RF); Saffron Walden, 4.9, 2.10 (AME). HERTS Bishop’s 
Stortford, 21.9, two (CWP). HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT Freshwater, 

22.8, 8.9, three, 19/20.9, six (SAK-J). Newtown Creek, 18.9, several 
(GEH). HANTS S. Havant, 16.8, 22.8, two, 31.8, 17.9, two, 18.9, three 
(CBC), 22.8, 10.9, 11.9 (JWP); S. Hayling Island 18/29.8 (15), 1.9, 2.9 
(JMW); Parkhill, New Forest, 20.8, two; Ringwood, 21/29.8 (25) 
(JHC); Highcliffe, Christchurch, 22.8, 1.9, 7.9, 16/20.9, four (EHW); 
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Southampton, 23.8, 1.9 (J. Codlin per PMP); Aldsworth, 22.8, 19.9 
(JWP); New Forest, 24.8 (AHD); Portsmouth, 24.8, 3.9 (I. Laken per 
PMP); Portsdown, 25.8, 30.8, two, 1.9, 20.9, two (PMP); Titchfield 
Haven, 20.8, four, 27.8 (MP); Winchester, 23.8, 30.8 (DHS); 
Browndown, Gosport, 29/30.8, four, 1/8.9 (17) (S. Swift per JWP); 
Catsfield, Fareham, 3.9, 4.9, 19.9 (D. Powell per PMP), 19.9, four 
(D.M. Purnell per PMP); Swathling, 30.10 (MGWT). HANTS N. 
Sparsholt, 17.8, 1.9, nine (AHD), 22/30.9, seven, 11.9, 12.9, 20/24.9, 
five, 3.10, 31.10 (RAB per BS). Burghclere, 21.8, two, 1.9, 19.9, 1.10 
(GGE-F); Highclere, 22.8, 19.9 (RJH); Leckford, 1.9, 20.9 (DHS). 
HERTS. Bishop’s Stortford, 21.9, two (CRP). KENT E. Orlestone, 

17.8 (RGC and JMC-H) Dungeness, 29.8, (J and MH); Newington, 

29.8, 17.9, 20.9 (RE and CEL). KENT W. Orpington, 17.8, 20.8, 3.10 
(RGC); 16.8 (IDF); 20.8, 22.8, three, 26.8 (PAS); Dartford, 21/23.8, 
six, 17.9, two, 20.9 (BKW); Beckenham, 22.8, two, 4.9 (J and MH); 
Petts Wood, 21.8, two, 22.8, three, 29.8 (D O’K); Bough Beech, 22.8, 
six (IDF); Hothfield, 29.8 (D O’K); West Wickham, 29.8 (JMC-H); 
Bexley, 30.8 (I. Brydon per PAS); Wrotham, 27.9 (AJD). 
MIDDLESEX Hampstead, 22.8 (RTL); Enfield, 25.8 (A. Hughes per 
CWP). Northwood, 25.8 (CWP); Fulham, 21.9 (J. Burge per CWP); 
Osterley Park, 30.8, 4.9 (J. Bradley per CWP). NORTHANTS v.c. 32. 
Fletton, 11.9 (M. Parsons). NOTTS. Nottingham, 21.9, under a street 
lamp (M.J. Sterling). OXON. v.c. 23. Caversham, 21.8 (BRB). 
PEMBS. Dale cliff path, 28.8 (M. Harrop). SURREY Leigh, 21.8, 30.8, 
15/23.9, ten, 2.10 (RF); Addington, 2.9, two, 3.9, 8.9, 9.9, 11.9, two 

20.9 (BS); Wisley R.H.S. gardens, 30.8, 29.9 (AJH): Coulsdon, 1.9, two 
(P.M. Stirling); Bramley 1.9, two, 3.9, two, 6.9, 10.9, two, 19.9, 20.9, 

22.9 (RFB). SUSSEX W. Walberton, 17/31.8 (23), 1/25.9 (78), 2.10, 

3.10, 14.10, 27.10 (RTR per CRP); Rogate, 17/31.8 (42), 1/29.9 (30), 

2.10, two (JACG); Petworth, 17.8, two (CRP and S. Botwright); 
Lyminster 21.8, 22.8, two (CRP); Vann Common, 21.8, two (S. Church 
per CRP); Worthing, 22.8, three, 29.8, two, 18.9 (SO); Woods Mill, 

17.8, 21.8, 23.8, two, 25.8, three (DD). SUSSEX E. Peacehaven, 
17/29.8, nine, 2.9, 9.9, 17/22.9, three (CRP); Ringmer, 18.8 (A. Batten 
per CRP); Brighton, 18.8, 21.8, 21.9, 22.9, 23.9; Lewes, 3.9, 20.9 (R. 
Leverton per CRP); Hassocks, 19.9; Ashdown Forest, 18.9 (DD); 
Friston Forest, 18.9, two (CRP) ; Haywards Heath, 24.9 (S. Pooles). 
WARWICKS. Charlecote, 31.8, 2.9, 22.9 (AFJG), 9.9, two, 16.9 
(DCGB). WESTMORLAND Beetham, 19.9, two (J. Briggs). WILTS S. 
Savernake, 20.9 (SN); Dinton, 2.9 (SP). WORCS. Leigh nr Worcester, 
9.9, 19.9, three, 9.10 (ANBS). YORKS v.c. 61. Muston, 20.8 (PQW). 
MONTGOMERY Newtown, 5.9, worn female, 20.9, female, 30.9 (M. 
Townsend). Co CORK MID. Fountainstown, 14.9, 19.9, two (AAM). 
GUERNSEY St Peter Port, 18.8, 20.8, 16/27.9, eight (PDMC); 
20/22.9, three (GEH). 

Orthonama obstipata Hb. (19) DEVON S. Abbotskerwell, 13.10 
(BH). DORSET Portland, 19.9 (J and MH). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on- 
Sea, 6.10, 13.10, 31.10, 1.11, two, 2.11 (AJD and SD). HANTS S. 
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Southsea, 21.10 (PHS); Bournemouth 31.10, (I. Reid per DCGB); 
Ringwood, 31.10 (JHC). KENT E. Newington, 23.10 (RE and CGL); 
Sandwich Bay, 27.10 (C. Hunter per CWP). SUSSEX E. Ninfield, 30.10 
(MP). SUSSEX W. Pagham, 21.10, 27.10 (BS); Walberton, 26.10(JTR 
per CRP). WARWICKS Charlcote, 17.9, 31.10 (AFJG). 

*Peribatodes secundaria D. & S. ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 7.7, one 
in large trap. First county record: possibly immigrant, said to differ 
slightly from East Kent examples of 1985 (AJD). 

Agrius convolvuli L. (c. 140 imagines, one larva) BERKS. Fernham, 

3.9, 2.10 (SN). CAMBS. Chippenham Fen, 17.9 (PW). CORNWALL 
SCILLY Tresco, 10.10 (MGWT). CORNWALL W. Lizard, 24.8 
(DCGB); Perranporth, 18.9 (K. Selby per FHNS), 22.9 (M. Fairhead); 
Falmouth Docks, 12.10; Carylon bay, 20.10; Kea, near Truro, c. 20.10 
(FHNS). CORNWALL E. Calstock, 31.8, 22.9, two 26.9 (A.G. 
Maconochie per AS); St. Austell, 4.9 (G. Senior per FHNS); Breney 
Common, 12.9 (C. Brind and J.L. Gregory per FHNS); Downderry, 
one larva being reared (R.J. Daniel per SM). DEVON S. Chillington, 

16.9, 18.9, 19.9, two, 25.9, three, 29.9, two (HLO’H); Plymstock, 19.9, 
fertile female (JHC); Chardstock, 23.8 (AJ) Axminster, 23.9, 20.10 
(ECP-C). DORSET Portland, 23.8, two, 20.9, two (AJ), 13.9, four, 

20.9 (EG and MHS), 16.9, two (BJMcN), 16.9, two, 19.9, five (J and 
MH), 22.9, ten (RAB per BS); Worth Matravers, 16.9, two (KNB); 
Studland, 19.9, three (DCGB), 3.10(AFJG); Preston, 21.9 (MC); 
Radipole School, Weymouth, 9.10 (NA). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 
28.7, 7.8, 23.8, two, 26.8, 9.9, two, 16.9, 18.9, two, 20.9, two, 23.9, 

24.9, 27.9, 5.10 (AJD and SD). HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT Freshwater, 

20.9 (SAK-J). HANTS N. Sparsholt, 20.9 (RAB per BS); Alton, 22.9 
(MO). HANTS S. Tichfield Haven, 14.9, 20.9 (PMP); Brockenhurst, 

15.9, ab. grisea Tutt (A.D.A. Russwurm and H.G. Middleton); 
Warsash, 23.9 (PMP). NOTTS. Bilborough, 24.9, female found dead 
on path (M. Raven teste SW). OXON. Charlbury, 27.9, one moribund 
on footpath (J. Paul per PAS). PEMBS. Dale Fort Field Centre, 27.8, 

1.9 (M. Harrop). SURREY Wisley R.H.S. Gardens, 5.10, at rest (AJH). 
SUSSEX E. Seaford, 5.9 (Porter per CRP); Peacehaven, 5.9, at rest (K. 
Atkinson per CRP), 17.9, 23.9 at Nicotiana (CRP): Hastings, 8.9 (D. 
Joy per CRP); Brighton, 17.9, at rest (Booth Museum per CRP), 6.10 at 
Nicotiana (per CRP), 6.10 (C. Wollaston per CRP); Hove, 19.9, at rest 
(V. Hilton per CRP); Southease, 25.9 (per CRP); East Dean, 
September, several (Living World per CRP); Bexhill, 3.10 (J. Trowell 
per CRP); Lyminster, 3.10 (R. Pratt per CRP); Fairlight, 10.10, at rest 
(J. Goodman per CRP); Exceat Country Park, Eastbourne, no date 
(D. Dey). SUSSEX W. Aldsworth, 19.9 (JWP); Walberton 16.7, 1.9, 

9.9, 12.9, 17/21.9, seven, 27.9, 3.10, 4.10, 17.10 (JTR per CRP). 
WESTMORLAND Beetham, 14.9 (J. Briggs). WILTS S. Dinton, 19.10 
(SP). WORCS. Nunnery Wood, 18.9 (per JEG); Leigh, 19.9; 
Worcester, 19.9 (ANBS). YORKS v.c. 61 Spurn Point, 14.9 (BRS); 
Rudston, 7.9 (A. Ezard per PQW). YORKS v.c. 64 Harrogate, 24.9, at 
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rest (A. Murray per IMcF). GLAMORGAN Horton, 18.9, 20.9, 27.9 
(BJMcN). ORKNEY Scorradale, 18.8 (RIL); Birsay, 20.8 (S.V. Gauld 
per RIL). Co. CORK MID Fountainstown, 2.9, 3.9, 13.9 (AAM). 
GUERNSEY St Peter Port, 1.10 (GEH). 

Acherontia atropos L. (7 imagines, 2 larvae, 1 pupa) CORNWALL 
E. Millbrook, 5.6, one perfect (K. Witts per VT); Pelynt, 30.10 (I. 
Farlow per SM). KENT E. Newington, 17.8, one pupa, one larva (RE 
and CEL). LINCS N. Anderby Creek, 4.10, male rescued from the tide 
(S. Wareing per J. Culpin). NORFOLK E. Sea Palling, mid August, 
three larvae on tea tree (per RD). SURREY Canfold Woods, 18.6, 24.6, 
in trap (M. Reed). SUSSEX E. Haywards Heath, 23.9, male 
(Newnham, Bull. amat. ent. Soc. 47: 35). YORKS v.c. 61 Filey 2.7, 
found on road (PQW). 

Hyles galii Rott. (9 imagines, 6 larvae) BERKS. Pucketty Farm, 
Faringdon, 26.7 (MHVC). DEVON S. Axminster, 27.7 (ECP-C); 
Woodbury, 1.8, female, ova infertile (VWP). KENT E. Tankerton, 7.9, 
three final instar larvae photographed on Epilobium angustifolium (A. 
Cunningham teste M. Townsend). NORFOLK W. Downham Market, 

27.7 (JH). NOTTS. Cropwell Bishop, 7.10, larva found on path by S. 
Chambers (S. Swift). SUSSEX E. Peacehaven, 27.7 (CRP); Chiddingly, 

31.7 (R. Symington per CRP). SUSSEX W. Walberton, 29.7 (JTR per 
CRP); Portslade, 9.9, five fully fed larvae on Godetia in garden, 
pupated next day, one emerged indoors early 12 (E.C.P. Bone per 
CRP). WESTMORLAND South Walney, 24.7 (T. Dean per BS). 
SHETLAND Mainland, 24.7, one just alive (D. Carstairs per RIL). 

Hyles livornica Esp. SUSSEX E. Peasmarsh, 31.7 (T.B. Scott per 
BS). 

*Euproctis chrysorrhoea L. YORKS, v.c. 61 Spurn Head, 17.7, two 
(BRS). Possibly immigrant. 

*Leucoma salicis L. (7) WORCS. West Malvern, 3.7; between 
Bramsford and Leigh, no date, six (ANBS per JEG). Probably locally 
resident or result of internal spread. 

*Lithosia quadra L. SUSSEX E. Lewes, 11.7 (AME). SUSSEX W. 
Walberton, 19.9 (JTR per CRP). Possibly immigrant. 

Nola aerugula Hb. YORKS, v.c. 61 Spurn Head, 17.7, two (BRS). 
Probably immigrant. 

Eurois occulta L. YORKS, v.c. 61 Muston, 27.7, male, slightly worn 
(PQW). 

Mythimna albipuncta D. & S. HANTS S. South Hayling Island, 6.6, 

22.8 (JMW). 

Mythimna vitellina Hb. (53) CORNWALL W. Lizard, 24.8, five, 
26.8, four, 3.10, four (DCGB); St. Austell, 5.9 (G. Senior per BS); 
Kynance, 17.8 (RJH); Dean Point, 19.9, two (FHNS). DEVON S. 
Plymstock, 19.9, (JHC), DORSET Studland 19.9, five (DCGB); 
Portland, 23.8, 22.9 (AJ), 13.9, four, (EG and MHS), 19.9, five (J and 
MH); Radipole Lake, 17.9 (MC). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 16.10, 
27.10 (AJD & SD). ESSEX N. Saffron Walden, 16.9 (AME). HANTS 
S. Bishop’s Dyke, New Forest, 30.8, infertile female (RAB per BS); 
Christ 
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church, 11.9, 15.9 (EHW); Chandler’s Ford, 23.9, two (NRJ per PMP); 
Ringwood, 24.9 (JHC). SUSSEX W. Walberton,17.5, 17.9, 20.9, two, 
21.9, 3.10 (JTR per CRP). CO. CORK MID Fountainstown, 12.9 
(AAM). GUERNSEY St. Peter Port, 18.9 (PDMC); 1.10 (GEH). 

Mythimna unipuncta Haw. (7) CORNWALL W. Lizard, 3.10 
(DCGB). DORSET Radipole Lake, 17.9 (M. Cade); Portland, 19.9, two 
(J and MH); Preston, 21.9 (MC). CO. CORK MID Fountainstown, 
19.9 (AAM). GUERNSEY, 2.10 (GEH). 

Mythimna loreyi Dup. DORSET Radipole School, Weymouth, 23.8 
(NA). 

Trachea atriplicis L. JERSEY Trinity, 2.8, in Rothamsted trap (per 
A.M. Riley). 

*Enargia paleacea Esp. (2) KENT W. Dartford, 15/16.7, male (BKW 
Ent. Rec. 99: 267). SUSSEX W. Walberton, 14.7 (JTR per CRP). 

Apamea lateritia Hufn. (2) ESSEX N. Dovercourt, 10.7, 24.7 (Dr 
M.E. Anthony per GAP), exhibited to the Essex Lepidoptera panel). 
(The first date for lateritia was incorrectly cited as July 7 in Part I, p. 
175.) Probably only the fifth and sixth British records, the first being in 
Glamorgan c. 1887, the second and third in Surrey and Kent on July 17 
and 18 1972 and the fourth was also at Dovercourt on 24.vii.1985. It 
could, however, be easily overlooked among Folia bombycina Hufn. 

Spodoptera exigua Hb. (10) DORSET Studland Heath, 28.8, five 
males, one female (P.J. Baker, BENHS exhibition); Radipole School, 
Weymouth, 20.9 (NA). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 6.9 (AJD). 
HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT Freshwater, 14.9 (SAK-J) YORKS v.c. 61 
Spurn Head, 29.6 (BRS). 

Helicoverpa armigera Hb. (22) CHESHIRE Alderney Edge, 17.9 
(CIR). CORNWALL W. Breney Common, 12.9 (C. Brind and J.L 
Gregory per FHNS). CORNWALL E. Persilva, 1.9 (D.M. Gibson per 
AS). DEVON S. Axminster, 2.9, (ECP-C). ESSEX S. Bradwell-on-Sea, 
20.8, female on buddleia (AJD). HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT 
Freshwater, 5.10 (SAK-J). HANTS S. Southsea, 19.9 (JRL); 
Lymington, 27.9 (ASH); St Ives. Ringwood, 4.10, 21.10 (JHC); Christ¬ 
church, 19.10, 22.10, both dark females (EHW). HANTS N. Sparsholt, 
15.7, male, 22.9, female, 27.10, female, both infertile (RAB per BS). 
KENT E. Sandwich Bay B.O., 27.10 (I. Hunter teste CWP). SUSSEX 
W. Walberton, 3.10, two, 5.10, two, 15.10, in hurricane (JTR per 
CRP). CAERNS. Beddgelert, 14.7 (BS). 

Heliothis peltigera D. and S. HANTS S. Hayling Island, 11.8 (JMW). 

Heliothis viriplaca Hufn. WILTS S. Salisbury Plain, on knapweed 
flower, 9.8 (SP). 

*Deltote bankiana Fab. SUSSEX E. Ashdown Forest, 7.7 (A.G.J. 
Butcher per CRP). Possibly immigrant. 

Chrysodeixis chalcites Esp. DORSET Portland, 13.9 (EG and MHS). 

Diachrysia orichalcea HB. (3) HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT 
Freshwater, 20.9 (SAK-J). HANTS S. Brockenhurst, 15.8 (A.D.A. 
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Russwurm and H.G. Middleton). SURREY Addington, 25.8 (BS). All 
these were shown at the BENHS Exhibition, 1987. 

Syngrapha interrogationis L. ORKNEY Hoy, 11.8, one of 
continental form (F. Fairclough teste RIL). 

*Catocala nupta L. WESTMORLAND v.c. 69. Beetham, 3.10 (J. 
Briggs Ent. Rec. 100: 54). Possibly immigrant: previously known from 
the north west only in Lancs S., in several years, singly. 

Hypena obsitalis Hb. CORNWALL S. Perranporth, 8.11, male 
found resting outside back door (FHNS Ent. Rec. 100: 44). Only the 
eighth record for British and Irish mainlands, though now resident in 
the Channel Isles, where it frequents buildings and shelters. 

Cynthia cardui L. in late December and early January, 1987/88. 
Records so far received from various sources (see also Madge, S. Ent. 
Rec. 100: 53):- CORNWALL W. Phillack, near Hayle, 18.12; 
CORNWALL E. St Clear, 25.12; Salter Mill, Cargreen, 25.12; Bodmin 
Moor, 31.12; Portscatho, 6.i.88. DEVON S. Devonport, 20.12; 
Branscombe 31.12, three; Beer, 31.12. DORSET Worbarrow Bay, 
25.12; Studland, 25.12, Southill, 25.12, Ferrybridge, 31.12, Wyke 
Regis, 31.12, Weybridge, 31.12. HANTS ISLE OF WIGHT Ventnor, 

25.12. HANTS S. Farlingham Marshes, Portsmouth, 22.12, 25.12; 
Cowherds Marsh, Christchurch, 31.12, two; north of Christchurch, 

31.12, with little bustard bird; Pinnock Wood, New Forest, 7.i.88; 
Stanpit Marsh, Christchurch, 25.12, “nectaring on gorse”. 
SOMERSET W. Chew Valley Lakes, 7.i.88. SUSSEX E. Lewes, 20.12; 
Brighton, 22.12. 


Northward migration of cynthia cardui l. (lep.: nymphalidae) in 
southern Europe in spring, 1988 .— I was interested to read (Ent. Rec. 
100: 131 and 132) accounts by Mr T.B. Larsen and Brig. E.C.L. Simson 
of strong northward movements of the painted lady butterfly (Cynthia 
cardui Linn.) in Portugal during April of this year, and in Morocco in 
early March. My wife and I were in the Department of Herault in 
southern France on 13 April; we arrived at our destination in mid¬ 
afternoon, and found C. cardui flying, fast and straight, in a 
northwards direction, until well on into the evening. Individuals were 
passing us at a rate of about one every two minutes. Next morning, as 
we drove through the Ardeche, we saw many resting and feeding, but by 
mid-morning it was evident that the northerly movement was under way 
once more, and the majority behaving as on the previous day. 

At the end of May, I was in northern Spain with my friend Mr 
Norman Hall, in the dry semi-desert region known as Los Monegros in 
southern Huesca. Here, full-fed larvae of C. cardui were around in 
utmost abundance, and feeding on many other species of plant than 
Carduus and Cirsium spp. When I was preparing to fold up my lamping 
sheet, which had remained spread on the ground for 48 hours, I found 




